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About This Year’s Award Winners
Our readers this year must have heard the call of the wild

as Alaska came out No. 1 (Platinum) in the Domestic Desti-
nation category. The Last Frontier didn’t even place in the top
3 last year, though it did earn Gold in 2008. The emergence of
Branson and Pigeon Forge as runners-up must be music to
the ears of tour planners who fancy packaging down-home
mountain culture with state-of-the-art performance venues.
These destinations contrast with the urban cast of last year’s
winners (New York City and Washington, D.C. ranking No.
1 and 2).

Ireland, Italy and Switzerland took honors in the International
Destination sweepstakes. While Ireland and Italy are frequent
past winners, Switzerland is a newcomer in reader preferences.

South Dakota’s Mount Rushmore looms largest this year in
the Attraction category (up from Silver last year), while another
all-American icon, Arizona’s Grand Canyon, took Gold. Get-
tysburg National Military Park came in third, showing up in the
awards for the first time (no doubt because of its new visitor cen-
ter). These three distinctively American attractions dislodged
Disney World and Holland, Michigan’s Tulip Time Festival,
which had dominated recent rankings.

Top Theater honors went to Wisconsin’s Fireside Dinner

Theatre, which had placed No. 2 last year. Sight & Sound re-
bounded to second place after not making last year’s list for the
first time in a while. Newly recognized was Ford’s Theatre in
Washington, which won Silver.

Marriott, a perennial favorite, tied with Hampton for Silver
this year, relinquishing the Hotel Chain top spot it had enjoyed
in recent years. Comfort Inn, which had never made the top 3,
took home Platinum, while Hilton was right behind at Gold. In
Gaming Establishment, long-time favorites Harrah’s Las Vegas
and Connecticut’s Mohegan Sun came in No. 1 and 2, followed
by newcomer Pechanga of California.

When it comes to Tour Operator, readers of Leisure Group
Travel for the fourth year in a row gave the Platinum and Gold
to Collette Vacations and Globus, respectively. Diamond Tours
returned to its 2008 Silver slot (after being knocked out by Tauck
World Discovery last year). The Cruise Line competition also
saw familiar players, but this time Princess was No. 1 and Hol-
land America No. 3, a reversal of their rankings in 2008 and
2009. Carnival placed second.

Thanks to all who cast their ballots in the Reader’s Choice
Awards. For the first time, more of you voted online than mailed
in cards. If you disagree with this year’s results, ensure your opin-
ion is voiced in our 2011 Awards— voting starts next August. 

You voted...and the results are in! Congratulations to our 
2010 Reader’s Choice winners, selected by readers of 
Leisure Group Travel. Subscribers voted by mailing in their 
Reader Service Card or going online at leisuregrouptravel.com.%
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ATTRACTION

Mount Rushmore • Platinum
Grand Canyon • Gold

Gettysburg National Military Park • Silver

CASINO 

Harrah’s Las Vegas • Platinum
Mohegan Sun, CT • Gold

Pechanga, CA • Silver

CRUISE LINE

Princess • Platinum
Carnival • Gold

Holland America • Silver

DOMESTIC DESTINATION

Alaska • Platinum
Branson, MO • Gold

Pigeon Forge, TN • Silver

HOTEL CHAIN

Comfort Inn • Platinum
Hilton • Gold

Hampton/Marriott (tie) • Silver

INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION

Ireland • Platinum
Italy • Gold

Switzerland • Silver

THEATER

Fireside Dinner Theatre • Platinum
Sight & Sound • Gold
Ford’s Theatre • Silver

TOUR OPERATOR

Collette Vacations • Platinum
Globus • Gold

Diamond Tours • Silver

* Air prices include fuel surcharges. Fuel surcharges are subject 
to change, at the discretions of the airlines. Prices do not include 
US and foreign government airport taxes and fees of up to 
$290, depending upon the package, including the September 
11th Security Fee of $2.50 per US enplanement, up to $10 per 
round-trip; passenger facility charges of $4.50 per segment, up 
to $18 per round-trip; federal domestic segment fee of $3.70 per 
segment; travel facilities tax of $8 per direction; immigration 
fee of $7; customs user fee of $5.50; APHIS user fee of $5; and 
international transportation tax of $16.10 per arrival or departure.

Why Gate 1 is Your Best Resource 
for Group Travel:

Knowledgeable & friendly staff, experienced in 
handling all types of groups
Customized air & land itineraries; deviations 
permitted
Competitive net air rates & land prices throughout 
the world
Bulk airline tickets - no price printed on the tickets
Knowledge of handling all types of excess baggage 
Early booking of air space - as early as 11 months 
prior to departure
24 hour emergency access

Gate 1 is your One Stop Group Shop!

BOOK YOUR GROUP WITH GATE 1 TRAVEL

 Land From Air From 

9 Day Central Thailand with River Kwai $429 $700*

13 Day Affordable Turkey $699 $558*

8 Day Affordable Egypt with 3 Day Nile Cruise $399 $852*

8 Day Rome, Florence & Venice by Rail $399 $556*

7 Day Affordable Greece $499 $642*

www.gate1travel.com

  More of the World for Less

For more information,  
call 800-682-3333 option 3 

or visit www.gate1travel.com/groups
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